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we can now contemplate the findings of the Committee with com-
plete indifference. Your defence is so overwhelmingly strong that
if the Committee's finding is hostile an agitation can be raised
which will make India resound with indignation over the monstrous
injustice under which you have laboured so long and so patiently.
I wish I was with you in Chhindwara to assist in drawing up your
reply, but that was not to be.

Please give my respects to Amma Saheb. I am pining to meet
you all and to meet the children and to come in closer touch with
you. As I said at the Lucknow meeting, my interest in your
release is quite selfish. We have a common goal and I want to
utilize your services to the uttermost, in order to reach that goal,
In the proper solution of the Mahomedan question lies the rea-
lization of swaraj. However, of this when we meet, as I hope we
shall soon do.

Tours sincerely,
M. K, GANDHI

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan
Desai; also N.A.I.: Home: Political (Deposit): December, 1918: No. 3

75.   LETTER TO SAROJINI NAWU
November 18, 1918
DEAR SISTER,
I appreciated your little note. I observe that you have
survived the operation* I hope that it will be entirely successful, so
that India may for many a year to come continue to hear your
songs. For me I do not know when I shall be able to leave this
sick-bed of mine. Somehow or other, I cannot put on flesh and
gain more strength than I have. I am making a mighty attack. The
doctors of course despair in face of the self-imposed restrictions
under which I am labouring. I assure you that they have been
my greatest consolation during this protracted illness* I have
no desire whatsoever to live upon condition of breaking those
disciplinary and invigorating restrictions. For me, although they
restrict the body somewhat, they free the soul and they give me
a consciousness of it which I should not otherwise possess. "You
can't serve God and Mammon" has a clearer and deeper mean-
ing for me after those vows, I do not infer that they are neces-
sary for all, but they are for me* If I broke them I feel that I
should be perfectly worthless.